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which he wrote (page 4) : "Sociology aims 
at nothing less than the transfer of ethics 
from the domain of speculative philosophy 
to the domain of objective science." The 
book is essentially a plea for an objective 
scientific ethics — for a sociology which is 
an objective scientific ethics. 

Ethical theory, according to Dr. Hayes, 
who is professor of Sociology at the Uni- 
versity of Illinois and now president of the 
American Sociological Society, has passed 
through the "three stages of progress" of 
Comte's famous classification. It first had 
its theological stage, in which the moral 
law was regarded as the voice of God in 
the soul of man. Then followed the met- 
aphysical period, with the concept of moral 
law as an abstraction emanating from the 
"Ding an Sich." Finally, it is in process 
of entering the "scientific" stage, in which 
Tightness and goodness of conduct will be 
determined by scientific study of the real- 
ities of life, wherein the values of life will 
be determined objectively. 

It is a thought-provoking book. Soci- 
ologists who have emphasized the pure 
rather than the applied side of their sub- 
ject will find their practice sharply chal- 
lenged. Historical ethics is reminded of 
its a priori assumptions and preoccupations 
with an abstract individualism. Theo- 
logians and moralists, alarmed by the 
deterministic implications of social science, 
are reassured, such implications being rec- 
onciled in their traditional views. Al- 
though the book is marred by a deal of 
repitition, obviously the result of inter- 
mittent effort scattered over a number 
of years, it is a searching but optimistic 
analysis that will repay careful perusal. 
James H. S. Bossard. 
University of Pennsylvania. 

Barker, J. Ellis: Modern Germany, Her 
Political and Economic Problems. Pp. vii, 
496. Price, $6.00. E. P. Dutton & Co., 
1921. 

This is the sixth edition "entirely re- 
written and very greatly enlarged." The 
writer is a widely known and very able 
authority, whose writings in the leading 
British journals have attracted wide atten- 
tion. In this edition he had condensed 



much that appeared in earlier editions and 
included seven new chapters. 

Lippincott, Isaac: Economic Develop- 
ment of the United States. Pp. xvi, 691. 
Price, $3.50. New York: D. Appleton and 
Company, 1921. 

One of the greatest needs of American 
students has been for a suitable economic 
history of the United States. Perhaps 
time is necessary for the scholars of any 
country to produce such a work because 
of all that is involved. At any rate, for 
that reason or for some other, there has 
been a dearth of satisfactory studies. Even 
the monographic literature has been com- 
paratively meager. 

Professor Lippincott has taken a great 
step in advance in his treatment. As he 
observes in the introduction, he has not 
limited himself to a mere record of indus- 
trial progress, but has endeavored to bring 
together causes and results. After an in- 
troductory section on factors in economic 
development, the treatment is by periods 
through 1914 with a concluding chapter on 
the war period from 1914 to 1920. Empha- 
sis is well distributed over the different peri- 
ods and a common defect of such studies — 
over-emphasis on the earlier years — seems 
to have been avoided. The distribution 
of space between different phases of develop- 
ment may, however, be more open to crit- 
icism. For the period from 1860 to 1914 
only two chapters are given to the extrac- 
tive industries and two to agriculture, 
a total of 89 pages, while to manufactures 
and commerce are given eight chapters 
or 220 pages. We are still nearly fifty 
per cent a rural population. This fact 
and the acute problems presented by our 
rural conditions would seem to warrant a 
different emphasis. 

The volume is the best study yet avail- 
able, both for private reading and for the 
class room, and will doubtless find a wide use. 

Bowman, Isaiah, Ph. D. The New World. 
Pp. vii, 632. Price, $6.00. New York: 
World Book Company, 1921. 

The past few months have been months 
of intensive education of the American peo- 
ple in affairs international. The conclusion 



